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loss of spending power of individuals, as well as the definite
non-employment of hands. If Japan wants weapons and
munitions it is ludicrous that there should be difficulties
in way of orders, when if she does not come to us she
can get them without restriction next door. You have also
got a handle for the hysterical to cry out against a licence
to export to Japan or any other Power whose action they
may not approve.

Then again, there is the same difficulty over repeat orders
and spare parts, to follow up an original licence. This
licence business even when handled expeditiously is Hss-
mammy legislation of the worst type, unless part of a
universal agreement to follow suit. Its only advantage
is that it controls gun running to those who are undesirable
owners of such, in uncivilized countries. Even here there is
not much good in asking questions, and making restrictions,
if other nations are not to do the same. It only means the
gun-running orders go elsewhere, just as much as the more
legitimate ones.

It is in such gestures and limitations of this kind that the
lesser vessels of our League of Nations Union do so much
harm.. To have passed limiting legislation in the arms
matter, for say a year, as a gesture which others might
follow, would perhaps have been permissible, but without
limit it but takes our trade and gives it tQ: another. Think
a harder please, John Bull!